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The Western Australian Centre for Rural Health (WACRH) is a University Department of Rural Health with 
a focus on education and research to meet workforce needs now and in the future. With the need to address 

workforce issues, including a  ‘rural ready’ workforce, WACRH looked to the opportunities of expanding 
and adding value within the student placement and teaching area.  
 

The Student Meeting Space is a weekly interprofessional tutorial program followed by networking and 

refreshments. Approximately 50 Medical, Nursing and Allied Health students are in Geraldton on placement 

at any time from a range of Universities across Australia and this program draws students from all disciplines 

and Universities with a both a learning and social outcome. Students have the opportunity to meet, learn 

from each other, and learn through topics that are related to rural health practice. 

Recent topics have included; 

 interprofessional problem based learning in dementia 

 learning skills in health program evaluation 

 scope of rural health practice 

 communication: dealing with difficult people 

 mindfulness for health professionals 

 car safety travelling in the bush 

 Snake bite management 

 Infection control 

 

The Student Meeting Space tutorial program has multi-level outcomes for students, service organisations, 

universities and WACRH including. 

 Increase exposure to rural clinical practice ideas and opportunities 

 Increase profile of WACRH as an organisation with direct and diverse student expertise 

 Strengthening of relationships with supervising agencies 

 Enhancing interprofessional practice knowledge in a rural context 

 Greater understanding of rural health and career opportunities 

 Greater community engagement and socialisation (for students away from home) 

 Additional avenue for learning for students outside of their organised placement 

 

This presentation will highlight the development of this program, describe the range of topics included and 

the process for evaluation 

 


