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Federal Budget Update: Impact on Rural and Remote Allied Health 

Whilst there is a rural focus in the Health Budget, the emphasis continues to be on 

incentives for Doctors, with very few incentives for Allied Health Professionals.  There 

was very little in new spending for rural health, but many areas where savings are to be 

made.  Unfortunately there is almost no detail available on how those savings will be 

achieved.  

From the little information available, SARRAH is concerned that rural and remote allied 

health services will be affected by the following savings: 

Streamlining Health Workforce Scholarships 

The Government will achieve $72.5 million in savings over four years by streamlining 

nine existing health workforce scholarships into a single Health Workforce Scholarship 

Programme. A return of service obligation will apply and recipients will be required to 

work in rural or regional areas for one year. 

On Budget night, the Department of Health confirmed that the Nursing and Allied 

Health Scholarship Support Scheme (NAHSSS) is one of the programmes affected by 

this change.  At this time there is very little detail about what this means, including how 

it will affect the number of scholarships for Allied Health Professionals, and SARRAH’s 

role as a NAHSSS administrator.  

SARRAH has asked the Department of Health for more information about this 

announcement and will keep you posted.   

Rationalising and streamlining health programmes  

The Government intends to save almost $1 billion (over 5 years) by rationalising and 

streamlining funding across a range of Health programmes, including the Health 

Portfolio Flexible Funds.  As part of SARRAH’s funding comes from the Flexible Funds 

we will be seeking more information about this from the Department.  
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More on the Budget and health care: 

Mainstream media coverage may not provide a lot of information about the Budget 

and health.  You can read more about how the Budget affected health services and 

programs through the following links: 

www.sarrah.org.au/resources/media-releases    This is where you will find SARRAH's 

official Federal Budget media release. 

www.Budget.gov.au   This is the Government’s official budget website. Information 

about Health initiatives are in Budget Paper No. 2 and the Health Portfolio Budget 

Statement.  

http://blogs.crikey.com.au/croakey/    The Croakey Blog published by online media 

outlet Crikey is a good source of information and opinion about health policy. 

www.ruralhealth.org.au   The National Rural Health Alliance’s media release from 

budget night provides a rural health perspective on the budget.    
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