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More doctors for rural and remote areas on the agenda 

Getting more doctors, nurses and allied health professionals into rural, regional and remote areas was the 
focus of the Rural Health Roundtable in Canberra recently.  

The event brought together representatives from a broad spectrum of the rural health workforce, including 
organisations representing doctors, nurses, allied health professionals, dentists, pharmacists and 
Indigenous health workers.  

Minister for Regional Services, Decentralisation and Local Government, Mark Coulton chaired the 
roundtable last Friday where attendees discussed rural health priorities and solutions to improve 
distribution of the rural health workforce. This followed a forum hosted by the Department of Health to 
explore options to implement a single employer model for the National Rural Generalist Pathway (NRGP).  

 “The Liberal and Nationals Government has demonstrated its commitment to rural and remote 
communities by implementing, a number of initiatives including a NRGP, to attract and retain highly skilled 
rural generalists into country communities,” Minister Coulton said. 

“We have committed $62.2 million in the 2019-20 Budget to start implementing aspects of the Pathway 
following recommendations from the National Rural Health Commissioner in December 2018.” 

Minister Coulton said the two GP training colleges also reported on their important preparation work for an 
application to the Medical Board of Australia for specialist recognition for rural generalism. 

“As part of the Pathway’s implementation, our Government supports further work to explore and develop a 
new single employer model for rural generalists. A single employer throughout rural generalist training will 
further support trainees considering rural practice,” Minister Coulton said. 

“As the Rural Health Minister, I am strongly committed to improving access to health services, particularly 
in rural and remote areas, and that’s why supporting the full delivery of the Pathway is so important.” 

Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine President, Associate Professor Dr Ewen McPhee said it 
was heartening to see the Government working hard to improve opportunities to train young health 
professionals in rural Australia.  

“The single funded model looks at how we can better transfer conditions for young doctors into their rural 
careers and to make it easier to transition from hospital medicine to rural practice,” Dr McPhee said. 

“The rural roundtable is a fantastic opportunity for all of the health agencies to come together and develop 
a common understanding around priorities. 

“It is not just about doctors, but nurses and allied health professionals and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander health workers. This government is facilitating an important conversation.” 



Royal Australian College of General Practitioners Vice President, Associate Professor Dr Ayman Shenouda 
said having the rural generalist program in the implementation phase would improve access to health 
services for rural communities. 

“Hopefully we can come up with a solution to encourage young doctors to take up positions in rural 
communities and to better address community needs. 

“To see a Health Minister and groups around the table all committed to the same purpose is a very good 
feeling and it is progressing well.” 

Services for Australian Rural and Remote Allied Health’s (SARRAH) acting chief executive Catherine 
Maloney said allied health professionals played an important role in rural health care. 

“A major theme that has come from the discussions is rural generalism and part of the recommendations 
made by the Rural Health Commissioner involves the expansion of the allied health rural generalist 
pathway, and SARRAH would be involved in promoting this nationally over the next couple of years,” Ms 
Maloney said. 

“This is a means to improve access to allied health services, by strengthening the rural health workforce in 
allied health professions in rural communities.” 

Minister Coulton said another core element of discussion was the Liberal and Nationals Government’s $550 
million Stronger Rural Health Strategy, will deliver an additional 3,000 doctors and 3,000 nurses to the 
regions to better service rural Australians over coming years. 

 “I’m committed to working with the sector to look at more innovative and modern approaches to 
delivering health services into rural and remote areas.” 

Caption: Minister for Regional Services, Decentralisation and Local Government, Mark Coulton with Royal 
Australian College of General Practitioners Vice President, Associate Professor Dr Ayman Shenouda (left) 
and Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine President, Associate Professor Dr Ewen McPhee at 
the roundtable. 
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