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 Information for Scholarship Applicants 

1. General Information 
 
The Australian Government aims to consolidate and build on workforce programs to ensure they 

better align with, and are able to respond to the needs of health professionals to train and practice, 

particularly in clinical areas and locations of particular need. 

 
The objectives of the consolidated NAHSSS are to: 

 Increase the health workforce by facilitating the entry of jobseekers and youths interested in 

pursuing a career in nursing and allied health professionals. 

 Facilitate the continued professional development of nurses and allied health professionals. 

 Encourage the pursuit of a health career in both geographic areas and professions where there 

are shortages. 

 

There will be one round of scholarships offered in each calendar year which is normally timed to 

ensure applicants are aware of the outcome of the selection process prior to the commencement of 

each academic year. 

 
Successful applicants under the age of 18 will be required to provide parent or guardian signatures on 

their application form and any other scholarship documentation until they reach 18 years of age. 

Scholarship holders will receive up to $10,000 per year during their undergraduate or graduate entry 

fulltime professional studies. Part-time students will receive up to $5,000 per year. These funds are 

meant as a contribution towards the cost of study incurred by the student. 

2. Eligibility Criteria 
The Undergraduate (Entry-Level) Scholarship Stream is profession and course specific, the eligible 

allied health professions under the scholarship stream are: 

 Aboriginal Health Worker (Cert IV and above only) 

 Audiology 

 Chinese Medicine 

 Chiropractic 

 Dental & Oral Health 

 Dietetics & Nutrition 

 Exercise Physiology (ESSA Exercise & Sports Science Australia approved course) 

 Genetic Counselling (Postgraduate/CPD only) 

 Medical Radiation Science: 

 Medical Imaging 

 Nuclear Medicine Technology 

 Radiation Therapy 

 Occupational Therapy 

 Optometry 

 Orthoptics 

 Osteopathy 



 Paramedics 

 Paramedics/Nursing Combined Degree (SARRAH will only fund 1 year of this course) 

 Physiotherapy 

 Podiatry 

 Prosthetics and Orthotics 

 Psychology (Postgraduate only in Health, Counselling and Neuro Psychology) 

 Social Work (AASW Australian Association of Social Workers approved courses only) 

 Speech Pathology 

 Sonography 

If you are intending to undertake or you are currently undertaking Nursing, Pharmacy, Public Health, 

and Medical degrees please contact the following relevant scholarship administrators for further 

information regarding the scholarships for these professions. 

 

Australian College of Nursing (ACN) 

The Pharmacy Guild of Australia 

National Rural Health Alliance 

3. Accredited/Approved Courses 
 
The courses that are accredited/approved by the professional body or the courses that are 

approved/accredited by the specific course accrediting organisation are the only eligible courses 

under this scholarship stream. The scholarships recipients are being able to practice in their chosen 

allied health or oral health profession as a fully qualified, registered (where applicable) practitioner, 

and are being able to obtain full membership of the relevant professional association upon graduation. 

The practitioner other than graduates of Optometry, Oral Health, and Medical Radiation Science 

degrees are also be eligible to be registered under the Medicare Allied Health and Dental Care 

Initiative as required.  

 

The list of eligible courses for 2016 application round is available on our website. All applicants are 

highly encouraged to check the eligibility of the proposed course before commencing the application 

form. However, the course list is indicative as there is a possibility that courses may be accredited 

after the application form has been finalised. If your course is not listed please email your course 

details to undergrad@sarrah.org.au  for further confirmation as to its current status and availability. 

 

4. Eligibility Requirements 
 

Applicants will be assessed against the following criteria and the applicants meet the following 

eligibility criteria have an equal opportunity to receive a scholarship under this scholarship stream. 

a) An Australian citizen or permanent resident of Australia. 

b) Enrolled, intending to enrol or have applied to enrol as a full-time or part-time student in an 

accredited/approved Australian undergraduate or entry - level allied health course. 

http://www.acn.edu.au/
http://www.guild.org.au/
http://www.nrha.org.au/
mailto:undergrad@sarrah.org.au


c) Not in receipt of another scholarship or bursary funded by the Australian Department of 

Health. The only exception being the NAHSSS Allied Health Clinical Placement Scholarship also 

administered by SARRAH. 

d) Applicants must currently live, or have resided in a defined Australian rural area classification 

of 2 to 5 for a minimum of 5 consecutive or 8 cumulative years from the age of five. Rural 

Residency is assessed from home address, so for boarding school and university students, the 

principal home address is the place where you would normally reside (i.e. parental address) if 

you were not attending school or university. If your parents are separated or divorced, it will 

be the address of the parent with whom you live with for the majority of each calendar year. 

Where you have had more than one principal home address during a year, the location where 

you resided for most of the time, as calculated in months, will be the home address for that 

year. 

Rurality is determined by the use of the ASGC-RA which is a geographic classification system 

that was developed in 2001 by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), as a statistical 

geography structure which allows quantitative comparisons between 'city' and 'country' 

Australia. To verify the rurality of your home address please follow this link and enter your full 

address for further information www.doctorconnect.gov.au. For the scholarship purposes: 

RA1 - Major Cities of Australia 
RA2 - Inner Regional Australia 
RA3 - Outer Regional Australia 
RA4 - Remote Australia 
RA5 - Very Remote Australia 
 
In determining rurality for the NAHSSS Scholarship Scheme, the Australian Government 

acknowledges that universities within Tasmania and the Northern Territory do not provide 

oral health or most allied health courses. For the purpose of this scholarship program, all of 

the Northern Territory and Tasmania will be considered eligible, with the exception of Social 

Work courses as it is offered at the Universities of Tasmania and Charles Darwin. If your home 

address is categorised as ASGC-RA 1 in areas of Tasmania or the Northern Territory and 

wishing to study Social Work you will not be eligible to apply for a scholarship. 

e) Financial eligibility will be assessed on the basis of assessable income averaged over the last 

two financial years with all applicants being assessed as either dependent or independent. No 

asset tests will apply, but eligibility for this scholarship does include predetermined maximum 

limits for assessable income, above which the applicant will become ineligible for the 

scholarship. Income limits are reviewed before each funding round and will not be made 

public. 

If the applicant is assessed as dependent, both personal and parental Tax Assessment Notices 

for the years 2013/14 and 2014/15 will need to be submitted along with all other certified 

documentation if you receive a conditional offer of a scholarship. For those assessed as 

independent, personal and partner (if applicable) Tax Assessment Notices for the years 

2013/14 and 2014/15 will need to be submitted along with all other certified documentation 

if you receive a conditional offer of a scholarship. 

http://www.doctorconnect.gov.au/


Financial eligibility of the applicant is used as a ranking tool to determine the order of merit 

to award the scholarships. Financial cut-off point is varying from year to year and therefore 

this information is not publically available.  

f) The applicants who believe that they have extenuating circumstances are required to address 

their circumstances in the application form. For the scholarship purposes extenuating 

circumstances are considered as significant change in financial circumstances, health issues 

effecting applicant or immediate family member, divorce, loss of a parent or guardian are 

some examples only. Applicants are required to submit a detailed statement outlining their 

particular circumstances and how these will impact on their ability to attend university or 

complete their course. Costs associated with university study, i.e. travelling, accommodation, 

fees, moving from home, will not be considered as extenuating circumstances and therefore 

will not be assessed under these criteria. Applicants may be asked to provide relevant 

documentation to support their statement. 

The applicants are not required to submit any documentation at the time o application. Only 

successful applicants are advised to provide required documentation. 

Applications received after the advertised closing date will not be considered, there will be no 

exceptions. 

5.  Additional scholarships introduced in 2014/2015 Federal Budget 
 
As a part of newly announced scholarships by the Commonwealth Government, SARRAH will award 

18 additional scholarships under the NAHSSS Allied Health Undergraduate (entry level) Scholarship 

Stream in 2016 for the applicants from ASGC-RA 4 and 5 areas. The eligibility criteria and application 

process are the same as for current scholarships noting that the maximum funding under this 

scholarship is limited to $30,000 over three years of full time equivalent of studies ($10,000 per 

annum). 
 

6. Overview of Assessment and Selection Process  
 
The assessment and selection process of the scholarship stream is designed to address the objectives 

of NAHSS Scheme. All eligible applicants have an equal opportunity to receive a scholarship. However, 

all applicants are not successful getting a scholarship due to limited budget availability.  

All eligible applications are assessed against the eligibility criteria, those that fail to meet all of the 

criteria will be marked as ineligible, an order of merit will be established with conditional offers 

awarded based on this ranking. All eligible and ineligible applicants of the outcome of their application 

in writing to the email address on the application form. 

The applications submitted under the extenuating circumstances will be assessed independently by 

assessing the applicant’s statements on extenuating circumstances of the application.  

  



It is an applicant’s responsibility to ensure that the contact details provided on the application form 

are correct, and that it is possible for SARRAH to contact you as required. In particular please ensure 

that the email address is correct, and is maintained by you regularly to ensure that all correspondence 

from SARRAH is received. 

Once applications close you will be unable to access your application form, so if your details change 

you will need to contact SARRAH immediately so they can be updated. If there is a need to contact 

you this will be done during standard business hours which are 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday 

Australian Eastern Time (or Australian Eastern Daylight Saving Time). 

SARRAH will make every reasonable attempt to contact applicants, but SARRAH will not take any 

responsibility for incorrect details, unanswered emails, phones calls, or applicants being on holidays 

or overseas. If SARRAH is continually unable to contact individuals through the contact details 

provided, the conditional offer will be withdrawn. 

7. Conditional Offer 
 
The Order of Merit will not be made publicly available and applicants will not be informed of their 

rank. It is valid for that years application round only, and unsuccessful applicants can reapply in future 

years if they continue to meet the scholarship eligibility criteria.  

Conditional offers are provisionally awarded based on the information provided in the application 

form. This offer is conditional until the scholarship administrator is satisfied and verified the 

information on the application. Successful applicants are not allowed to defer the conditional offer of 

their 1st year of study. 

Applicants who are awarded a conditional offer must return the signed acceptance form by the date 

advised in the conditional offer letter. If an applicant fails to contact SARRAH by the stated date the 

conditional offer will be automatically revoked and offered to the next applicant on the order of merit. 

Successful applicants will be required to submit to SARRAH certified copies of original documents to 

confirm the information provided on the application form which will include but not limited to; 

 Australian Citizenship (Birth Certificate, Passport, Permanent Resident Status). 

 Proof of rural address (for 5 consecutive or 8 cumulative years, must include 1 for each year). 

 ATO Assessment Notices are required (for applicant, and if applicable parental, and partner 

for the last 2 financial years). 

 Proof of Enrolment. 

 Current Driver’s License. 

Applicants will need to contact SARRAH to request an extension in writing if they require more time 

to provide documentation. 

Certified documents will be checked against the information provided on the application form. If there 

are any discrepancies between the documents, and the application form, the application will be re-

ranked which may result in the withdrawal of the conditional offer. 



Failure to return all required documents by the due date or request an extension will result in the 

conditional offer being automatically revoked. SARRAH will contact the applicant via email if further 

clarification or information is required. 

Once all certified documentation has been assessed and approved applicants will be sent via email a 

scholarship pack which will include; 

• Approved Scholarship Letter. 

• Approved Funding Letter. 

• Scholar Agreement. 

• Terms and Conditions. 

It is important to read all the documents to ensure you are aware of the eligibility requirements for 

the duration of the scholarship. By signing the documents you are agreeing to accept all of the terms 

and conditions for the life of your scholarship. 

Once the scholarship has been awarded it cannot be transferred between NAHSSS Scholarship streams 

(i.e. Clinical Placement or Postgraduate). 

Applicants who decide to decline their conditional offer will need to advise SARRAH immediately and 

are not required to give a reason. Declined conditional offers will be offered to the next applicant on 

the order of merit. 

There is a possibility of making a second round of offers in place of declined offers in the first round; 

these will generally be sent out between February and March. Allocation of these offers will continue 

until all available places have been filled. 

Unsuccessful applicants may apply for a scholarship in subsequent application rounds, if they continue 

to meet the eligibility criteria. 

8. Commonwealth Supported Places 
Scholarship payments will not be affected by the recipient receiving a Commonwealth Supported 

Place. 

9. Effect of other Scholarships and Bursaries 
Applicants who are in receipt of another scholarship or bursary funded by the Australian Department 

of Health are not eligible for this scholarship, with the 1 exception being for recipients receiving the 

NAHSSS Allied Health Clinical Placement Scholarship administered by SARRAH. 

10. Appeals 
Scholarship applicants may not appeal their application, the selection of scholarship recipients, or the 

amount of funding awarded. 

 

 



Information for Current Scholarship Recipients 
 

1. Ongoing Eligibility 
 
Scholarship recipients are required to sign a scholar agreement, funding agreement and read the 

terms and conditions on final acceptance of their scholarship. The scholar agreement sets out the 

terms under which the scholarship is offered, and the ongoing requirements for scholars to maintain 

their eligibility for the duration of their scholarship funding. 

Once awarded a scholarship, recipients will receive funding for the duration of a standard length 

accredited/approved undergraduate or graduate entry level degree at the relevant university. 

The required documentation must be submitted to SARRAH by the due dates advised. If the scholar 

cannot submit the documents due to extenuating circumstances they must advise SARRAH 

immediately and request an extension and have it approved. The following are the documentation 

that needs to submit by the scholarship recipients to grant the continued scholarship payments. 

Semester 1 

1. Confirmation of enrolment. 

2. Scholar Agreement. 

3. Funding agreement. 

Semester 2 

1. Semester 1 academic results. 

2. Semester 2 confirmation of enrolment. 

End of Year 

1. Academic results. 

2. Scholar survey (continuing and completing scholars). 

3. Scholar report (completing scholars only). 

It is the responsibility of all scholarship recipients to ensure that contact details provided (email and 

mobile phone) are correct, and that it is possible for SARRAH to actually contact you via these as 

required. In particular please ensure that the email address you submit to SARRAH is your email 

address and is one that you use on a regular basis to ensure that all correspondence sent from SARRAH 

is received. 

If any of your details change you will need to log in to your scholarship account and update your details 

immediately (this option is currently not available as we are in the process of changing websites, but 

all scholarship recipients will be notified by email when this becomes available) then advise SARRAH 

in writing of the changes made. 

SARRAH will make every reasonable attempt to contact you, but SARRAH will not take any 

responsibility for incorrect details, unanswered emails, phones calls, or scholars being on holidays or 

overseas. 



If SARRAH is continually unable to contact individuals through the details provided, the scholarship 

may be suspended and possibly withdrawn. If there is a need to contact you this will be done during 

standard business hours which are 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday Australian Eastern Time (or 

Australian Eastern Daylight Saving Time). 

2. Changes to Course of Study or Funded Activity 
 
Scholarship recipients must have written approval from SARRAH before making any changes to their 

course, or the approved funding activity which differs in any way from that identified in their original 

approved funding letter. Even minor changes may affect your continued eligibility for the scholarship. 

Changes to funded activity may include but are not limited to; 

 Deferring or taking leave of absence. 

 Changing university. 

 Changing to a different course (must continue to be enrolled in an accredited/approved 

course, and enrolment maintained from one course to the next). 

 Changing courses at the same university to one that is not approved/accredited by the 

relevant accrediting organisation. 

 Changing from full-time to part-time or vice versa. 

 Overseas placement or extended holiday. 

In considering its response; SARRAH will consider the following; 

 Identified geographical and priority areas. 

 Whether the scholar will be enrolled in an accredited/approved course of study supported by 

the NAHSSS. 

 Whether the scholar has yet received any NAHSSS payments. 

 Confirmation that the university has agreed to the change of course, and confirmation of any 

credits for recognition of prior learning that have been agreed by the university. 

 Whether the student will be studying a course in the same health profession (e.g. occupational 

therapy). 

 Any other matters that SARRAH considers relevant. 

 Failure to advise SARRAH of these changes will result in the scholarship being suspended and 

possibly revoked. If the changes affect your eligibility you will be required to repay scholarship 

funds received after eligibility ceased. 

 If the change to study request is approved by SARRAH the scholar will continue to receive the 

scholarship for the length of the original course, or until the new course is completed, 

whichever comes first. 

3. Deferral/or Leave of Absence 
The scholarship cannot be deferred in the first year it is awarded; however, requests for special 

circumstances may be considered on an individual basis if the scholarship holder has commenced their 

course of study and is in receipt of scholarship payments. 

The decision made by SARRAH as the administrator will be final and therefore cannot be appealed. 



A scholar may request a deferral/or leave of absence of their scholarship in writing from their second 

year of receiving the scholarship, SARRAH may grant this request subject to: 

 A maximum of 12 months only (or two full academic semesters) being permitted during the 

course of study. 

 Being for whole periods of one or two semesters only (i.e. not for part semesters, weeks, or 

months). 

 The request must be supported by written documentation from the university confirming they 

have approved the deferral and must show the date from which the deferral will commence 

and finish. 

 To re activate a scholarship a certified ATO assessment notice will be required for the financial 

year the scholarship was deferred. If assessable income has increased substantially from that 

stated on the application form the scholarship will be reviewed. 

 Failure to seek approval of your deferral will result in your scholarship eligibility being re 

assessed and possibly revoked, and may also require the repayment of scholarship funds 

received after eligibility ceased. 

4. Scholarship Withdrawal 
 
Scholarship holders who choose to withdraw for any reason from their course will be required to 

inform SARRAH immediately in writing and provide documentation from the university confirming the 

date the withdrawal took effect. 

Failure to advise SARRAH of your withdrawal from your course will require the repayment of any 

scholarship funds received after the date you officially withdrew. 

5. Failure in Academic Requirements 
Scholarship holders who are failing to meet any of the academic requirements of their course must 

notify SARRAH immediately to discuss their situation. Documentation will be required from the 

university confirming your situation, and the effect of any subjects that you have failed. 

If a scholarship holder is permitted by the university to continue their study (either full time or part 

time) their scholarship will be reviewed on an individual basis. Scholarship holders who fail to meet 

the academic requirements of their course and are excluded from further study by their university 

must notify SARRAH immediately; in these circumstances their scholarship will be revoked. 

Failure to advise SARRAH of your exclusion from further study will require the repayment of 

scholarship funds received after eligibility ceased. 

6. Overseas Placement or Exchange 
Student exchange, overseas study, or overseas placement (even if you are still enrolled full time at 

your university, and it is part of your course requirements) is not covered by the scholarship. 

If you are going overseas you must inform SARRAH immediately of the details, including duration along 

with supporting documentation, your scholarship and payments will be suspended until you return. 

If the placement or exchange is during semester breaks there will be no suspension to your 

scholarship. 



Failure to advise SARRAH of overseas placements or exchange will result in the scholarship being 

suspended and re assessed, and will require the repayment of scholarship funds received during the 

period of the overseas placement/study or exchange. 

7. Scholarship Payments 
Payments to scholars will be processed through electronic transfer to the applicant’s bank, credit 

union, or building society account only. Payments are scheduled on the 13th and 27th of the month 

from February to November. February payments will only be processed if end of year documents from 

previous year (if applicable) and semester 1 documentation has been received. 

If the scheduled payment date falls on a weekend or public holiday, payments will be processed on 

the next available business day. 

July payments will be on hold until mid-year documentation has been received and approved. Once 

submitted payments will be released on the next scheduled payment date and will include any 

payments that were on hold. 

November payments will be on hold until all end of year documents have been received and approved. 

Pay runs will be scheduled in December and payments released only if all outstanding documents have 

been finalised. 

8. Full Time and Part Time Study 
If a scholar is considering changing their enrolment status from full time to part time study or reverse, 

they must seek written approval from SARRAH before making any changes. Once approval has been 

received the scholar will need to provide documentation from the university confirming the change, 

and provide a new enrolment confirmation showing the new study load status. 

There will be no extension to the original allocation of funding outlined in the approved funding 

agreement. Scholarship payments will reflect a scholarship recipient’s study load, with full time 

scholars receiving $500 a fortnight and part time scholars receiving $250 per fortnight. 

Failure to advise SARRAH of these changes will result in the scholarship being suspended and 

reassessed, and may require the repayment of scholarship funds received after eligibility ceased. 

9. Duration of Scholarship 
Subject to the conditions below and the scholar’s compliance with the terms outlined in this 

document, a scholarship will generally be continued for the standard duration of the scholar’s course 

of study or the approved activity, and not extended beyond that time. 

In order to remain eligible for the scholarship, the scholarship recipient must: 

 Continue to be an Australian citizen or Australian permanent resident. 

 Be enrolled full time/part time in an eligible allied health course that results in an Australian 

nationally recognised and/or accredited qualification. 

 Provide SARRAH with all required documentation by the due dates advised. 

 Contribute to evaluation surveys conducted by SARRAH or another party on behalf of the 

Australian Department of Health, as required (all data collected for these surveys use de-

identified data only). 



Study at honors level may be covered if the honors component is within the standard length of the 

undergraduate degree (i.e. embedded into the course and not requiring additional time to complete). 

Any study at the honors level in addition to the standard length of the undergraduate 

accredited/approved course will not be covered by the scholarship. 

10. Repayment of Funds 
 

If the scholarship recipient ceases to fulfil the terms of their scholarship and fails to inform SARRAH 

within 7 working days of these changes, they will be required to repay funds received from the time 

they ceased to be eligible. Ceasing to fulfil the terms of the scholarship may include but are not limited 

to: 

 Withdrawal from study or funded activity. 

 Change in course of study or funded activity. 

 Ceasing to be an Australian citizen 

 Acceptance of another scholarship or bursary funded by the Department of Health. 

 Overseas study/placement or extended holiday. 

11. Payment Reconciliation 
 
Scholars will not be required to provide documentary evidence of how they utilise their scholarship 

funds. They will however, be required to provide evidence of continued enrolment, academic 

progression, and return all required documentation by the due dates advised. 

12. Scholarship Payments and Tax/Centrelink Benefits 
Scholarship recipients (and applicants) are encouraged to seek advice from the Australian Taxation 

Office and Centrelink about any impact the awarding of this scholarship may have on their financial 

situation. Depending on the scholarship and your mode of study, scholarship payments may be 

taxable. Information is available from the Australian Taxation Office at www.ato.gov.au and from 

Centrelink at www.centrelink.gov.au 

13. Rural Health Clubs 
All scholars are encouraged to join their universities rural health club. If you require information about 

your universities rural health club please contact SARRAH via email for further information 

undergrad@sarrah.org.au 

14. Alumnus Program 
The Alumnus program will collect and collate information about long-term career choices, and 

professional practice. As part of the scholar agreement successful applicants agree to; 

 being approached to participate in promotional activities (including those by the Australian 

Government) for the NAHSSS. 

 the collection and use of demographic and other de-identified data from their application 

form. 

 being approached periodically to complete questionnaires or participate in interviews during 

and after completion of your course and scholarship. 

http://www.centrelink.gov.au/


Over time, this information will be used in research to establish the extent to which former scholars 

subsequently take up practice in rural and remote areas, and enable the short and long term 

evaluation of the Nursing and Allied Health Scholarship and Support Scheme (NAHSSS). 

………………………………………………………………. 


