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My clinical placement was in Emerald, Queensland, a rural mining town that boasted hot 
sunny temperatures and friendly town people. Growing up and living near the city, the 4 
weeks spent in this rural town was a big change. Less people, no traffic and a very empty, 
quiet night-life. Something that made me step-back and realise not everything needs to be 
like the busy Sydney. 
 
I was placed with the awesome Cath Crawford as my Supervisor in the Podiatry clinic at the 
Emerald hospital. A small clinic just off from the physiotherapy room, that is shared by the 
Physiotherapists and the Occupational therapist. Cath works both as a RN and Podiatrist in 
both public and private settings, so my experiences with her gave me a large breadth on all 
podiatry services. The amount of clinical exposure and experiences gained improved both my 
theoretical and practical knowledge on treatments. 
 
I treated patients categorised as high-risk, with neuropathic and venous ulcers, amputations, 
administered venous compression bandaging and was involved in ABPI, diabetic foot 
assessments and a PNA surgery.  
 
I also went to treat at an Outpatient Health Clinic in the Gemfields, an even smaller town 
known for their Sapphires and self-sufficient lifestyle.  
 

         
 
Everyone that I met during my placement in Emerald and Gemfields have been open and 
friendly. Patients were more than willing to let me be involved in their treatments, and all 
members of Emerald hospital were welcoming.   
I have more appreciation on the necessity of podiatry services, particularly in a rural setting. It 
seemed that we were always busy. It made me realise the limitations of certain rural 
healthcare facilities and services provided. I was surprised by the amount of travel some 
patients had to make in order to attend appointments, something that is very easily accessible 
in metropolitan areas. 
 
The SARRAH scholarship allowed me to experience not just rural health but Queensland 
health. It really expanded my views in improving and hopefully expanding rural health 
services that will better cater for patients that are disadvantaged in addressing important 
health issues.  


