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Outline of topic 
Aims of research  
 Investigate the nature of demonstrated professional 

partnerships 
 Identify the ways in which professional 

partnerships enhance OT outcomes 
Rationale 
 Paucity of research regarding OTs & AHWs 
 Research provides little insight to improve 

partnerships 
 



General Outline of Project   
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Methodology 
 Project utilised qualitative research methodology 
 
 Based on Phenomenology  

 
 Ethical Approval 

- obtained from the James Cook University  
  Ethics approval number H1852  

 



Study Design 

Study Design  

Phase One Phase Two 

Questionnaire Interviews  



Sample 
Sampling method  
 Quota sampling  

 
Target Population 
 OTs and AHWs working in 

rural and remote north Qld 
 26 questionnaires sent 

 n=12 OTs 
 n=14 AHWs 

 

 
 
 Sample 
 n=4 OTs 
 n=3 AHWs 

 



Data Collection 
Questionnaire and Piloting 

 Piloted with 1 x OT and 1 x AHW 
 

  Questionnaire: 
 To obtain baseline information 
 Invite respondents for further data collection  
 Sent by post, email, fax 
 Expected to take fifteen minutes to complete 
 Tick boxes & short answer questions 

 

 



Data collection 
In-depth Semi-structured Interviews 

Process 
 One week pre interview: 

 Overview of topics  

 Pre interview: 
 Discuss research purpose and aims 

 Post interview: 
 Information transcribed 

 2 days post interview: 
 Transcripts sent for member checking  

 
 



Data Analysis  
 

Phase One 
Manual data analysis – Patton (1980) 
Margins writing and attaching notes to 

transcripts 
 

Phase Two 
Manual data analysis – Lincoln & Guba 

(1997) 
Unitising and categorising 
 



Results 
Themes 
 Interaction 
  Role perception  
 The client benefits  
 ‘We need them’ 
 Aboriginal cultural issues 



Interaction 
 Occurred at team meetings, initial contact, intake, 

receiving referrals  
 Varied from infrequent to regular 
 All participants valued interaction 
 
“We usually liaised during intake in the mornings.” –OT 
 
 “I am always interacting with the AHW, every week. My 

initial consultation will always be with the AHW.” –OT  



Role Perception 
Perceived Role of the AHW 
 OT’s have a good understanding of role 
 Perceive role to be invaluable in the community  
 The AHW in a rehabilitation role 

 
Perceived Role of the OT 
 Based on a community OT role 
 Ax function/ADL’s/mobility in home 
 Assist with home safety/increase independence 
 

 



Client Benefits 
 Participants discussed the benefits for the client when 

professional partnerships were created and maintained. 
 All  participants concurred that working together 

resulted directly in greater health outcomes for the 
client. 

 
“It is advantageous for the client if you take the OT in and show 

them around .” –AHW 
 
“Yes, it is certainly better for the client if we work together.” –OT 

 



‘We Need Them’ 
 Most significant responses came from OTs  
 
 OTs value the AHWs 
 
 No literature supporting this theme 

 Literature suggests a lack of appreciation for AHW role 

   
“Without the AHW I cannot do a lot of my work”-OT. 

 
 



Aboriginal Culture Issues 

Sub-Themes 
 AHW as a cultural advocate 

 
 AHW assists with culturally appropriate 

intervention  
 
 AHWs provide information and insight 



Implications for OT practice 
 

Client benefits 
 
Culturally appropriate practice 

 
Role recognition 



Recommended Research  

 Larger-scale study with similar research aims 
 

 An investigation of the clients’ experiences to 
provide rich descriptive data to complement the 
current research 
 

 Investigate therapists  perceptions on the 
introduction of rehabilitation AHW in remote 
Aboriginal communities 



Conclusion 
The research provided an illustration of the extent and 

nature of demonstrated professional partnerships 
between OTs and AHWs working in rural and remote 
communities in north Qld.  

 OTs truly value work of AHWs 
 Partnerships benefit the client 
 Partnerships generate culturally appropriate OT 

interventions 
 Mutual professional regard between OTs & AHWs 
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