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Undergraduate students on clinical placements with the WA Centre of Rural Health (WACRH) complete a 
range of clinical rotations in the community.  To complement and extend learning in key areas, students also 

participate in simulated learning through interprofessional student teaching clinics. This presentation will 
outline the implementation of an ongoing six week program focussing on interprofessional health and 
developmental assessment of  paediatric clients. 
 

The Western Australian Centre for Rural Health (WACRH) is a University Department of Rural Health with 

a focus on education and research to meet workforce needs now and in the future.  WACRH runs an EdSIM 
Centre with clinical demonstration bays and consultation rooms suited to a variety of teaching and learning 
opportunities, as well as the clinic model of teaching. 

 
The Paediatric Assessment Clinic includes students from allied health and medicine, as a partnership 
between the Rural Clinical School and WACRH. Students include occupational therapy, physiotherapy, 

speech pathology, social work, pharmacy  and medicine, with plans to expand this range as the clinics 
develop. 
 

The clinics run for a five week period : 

 Week 1: Orientation, interprofessional practice and briefing on the referral 

 Week 2: Case History – medical and developmental 

 Weeks 3 and 4:  Interprofessional Assessment 

 Week 5: Feedback to parents and written report 

 
Students work in interprofessional teams of 3-5, with 2 students in the consultation each week with the 

others observing through live streaming.  Each team is allocated a facilitator with considerable clinical 
experience, and a range of clinical advisors are available to each team. Clinical advisors include 
paediatrician, speech pathologist, occupational therapist, physiotherapist and social worker. 

 
Students work interprofessionally and coordinate the consultation activities, with the two students  in the 
consultation often collecting data  that would not normally be within their scope of practice.  This has 

supported the learning with and from each other that is central to interprofessional practice. 
 

Each weekly clinic runs for 3.5 hours with team briefings, tutorials, debriefing and a one hour clinical 
consultation.  Part of the debrief includes the parent feeding back to the students through live streaming on 
how they felt the session went and any suggestions for improvement. 

 
This presentation will include description of our journey in developing this clinic model to sit alongside and 
support traditional rural clinical placements, and evaluation to date. We will also describe plan for expansion 

to other types of interprofessional students teaching clinics. 
 


